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N. C. HAS SECOND HIGHEST CORN 
YIELD PER ACRE 


On the basis of yield reports from 
growers, as of November 1, corn pro- 
duction will be the largest since 1951. 
Production is estimated at 65,696,000 
bushels. A 1955 cornmfproductio6n ot 
65,696,000 bushels would be almost 15 
million bushels more than was produced 
in the drought-stricken year 1954 and 
about 3 million above the 10-year av- 
erage. 

Growers expect to harvest an av- 
erage yield of 32 bushels per acre and, 
ifsrealized .uthis. would «be 8: bushels 
above the yiéld for 1954 and will also 
be the second highest yield of record. 
A record yield per acre was establish- 
ed in 1950 when 33 bushels were produc- 
ed. 

Corn harvesting operations have 
been somewhat slower than usual, es- 
pecially in the heavy producing Coastal 
Plains area. Rainfall that followed 
the hurricanes kept this area extremely 
wet for several weeks, and most pro- 
ducers have mad to) wait,.for,)drier 
weather. Good progress in harvesting 
was made during the two weeks prior 
to November 1 in all areas of the State. 
An estimated 45 to 50 percent of the 
crop was harvested prior to November l. 


N. C. SOYBEAN PRODUCTION 
12 PERCENT BELOW 1954 


Reports from growers, as of Nov- 
Sorrel, 1ndicate “2a soybean crop of 
eee UU Oushels.. This is: 12,0,per- 
cent below the 1954 crop of 4,720,000 
bushels. If the November 1 estimate is 
realized, production is expected to be 
the lowest since 1949 except for 1953 
wnen 4°076,000 bushels were produced. 

The currently estimated yield per 
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N. C. PEANUT PROSPECTS 


ARE SLIGHTLY LOWER 


The 1955 peanut crop for picking 
and threshing is estimated at 259, 350,- 
000 pounds as of November 1. This is 3 
percent below the October 1 forecast, 
although 3 percent above the production 
for the drought-stricken year 1954. 
{Continued on Page 2) 


RECORD FLUE-CURED CROP 
STILL INDICATED FOR N. C. 


Reports from tobacco growers and 
warehousemen, as of November l, indicate 
a North Carolina flue-cured crop of l,- 
001,705,000 pounds. This is 23,330,000 
pounds, or 2,4 percent above the previous 
record 1951 crop of 978,375,000 pounds and 
is 12.6 percent more than the 1954 crop of 
889;490,000 pounds. The previous re- 
cord North Carolina flue-cured crop, 
set in 1951, was produced on 735,000 
acres compared with an estimated 655,000 
acres harvested this year. 

Record yields per acre will be set 
for all types of tobacco produced in the 
State. Type ll (Old and Middle Belt) 
production is estimated at 353,175,000 
pounds, with an average yield per acre 
of 1,385 pounds, Type 12 (Eastern Belt) 
production is estimated at 519,880,000 
pounds, with an average yield per acre 
of 1,640 pounds. Type 13 (Border Belt) 
production is estimated at 128,650,000 
pounds, with an average yield per acre 
Of 1,550 pounds. 

The North Carolina Burley tobacco 
crop 1S estimated at 22,660,000 pounds 
from 10,300 acres, for an average re- 
cordwyyieddi of! gug00 pounds per ‘acre: 

Total United States flue-cured pro- 
duction is estimated at 1,514,043, 000 
pounds. A crop of this size would ex- 
ceed the 1954 crop by 199,636,000 pounds, 
On, hoaZeercen t. 


SOYBEANS( Continued) 


acre of 14.5 bushels compares with 16.0 
last year and is the lowest since 1948. 

Storms followed by excessive rain- 
fall during the crucial production period 
did considerable damage to the crop in 
the Coastal Plains area. However, some 
fields of soybeans are producing fair to 
good yields. Expected yields from the 
Piedmont section are considered good 
although the acreage for beans is very 
small when compared with the Coastal 
Plains. area. 


PEANUTS( Continued) 


Current prospects indicate a yield 
of 1,425 pounds per acre. This compares 
with 1,465 pounds last year and 1,190 
pounds for the ten-year (1944-53) average 
yield. 

Most of the crop has been dug and 
stacked after some delay from wet ground 
during early October. Picking and threshing 
is now underway and reports indicate that 
anly acsmall percent of the crop has 
been picked to date. 


MEAT ANIMALS OUTLOOK 
IN STRONG POSITION 


Meat animals in future years will 
hold a very strong and probably an in- 
creasing position in the agriculture of 
the United States. Projections for the 
period centering in 1960 indicate that 
their production will be large, and 
their prices, while not unusually high, 
will compare favorably with prices of 
other farm products. Meat animals will 
likely contribute a rising proportion 
of the total income to farmers. [In the 
early twenties meat animals provided 
24.percentoteall cash receipts rom 
farming. They have more recently ac- 
counted for almost 30 percent. Since 
the prospective future position of meat 
animals is relatively favorable, the 
percentage may well continue upward. 

Hogs: Production of hogs is ex- 
pected to expand over the next few years 
following a probable cutback in late 
1956 and 1957. It may generally keep 
up with the rate of population growth 
Or-exceed1t slightly: (Unitédsstares 
agriculture is well suited to production 
OD enone Ss: Demand for pork may remain 
strong enough to sustain such a gradual 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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RECORD FLOW OF MILK 
FOR OCTOBER 


Milk production on farms in North 
Carolina during October is estimated 
at 141 million pounds. This was a re- 
cord for the month, the next highest 
level, at 139 million pounds, having 
been reached in October of 1953. 

The average milk production per 
cow in herd as of November 1 was 14,5 
pounds. This was only slightly above 
the 14,3 pounds reported for the same 
time in 1954, but it was 5.8 percent 
above the November 1 output in 1953 and 
13.3 percent above the comparable 10- 
year average yield for 1944-53. Total 
October production for the United States 
was 9,324 million pounds as compared to 
9,021 million, for October of 1954, a 
3.4 percent increase. 
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OCTOBER EGG PRODUCTION 
AT RECORD HIGH 


North Carolina 
eggs during the 


Egg production in 
amounted to 115 million 
past month, the highest output for Oct- 
ober on record. Layers on hand amount- 
ing to 8,759,000 and an average lay of 
1,308 eggs per 100 birds were, also, 
at peak levels for that month. Per- 
formance for October of 1954 was the 
next highest in order, when an average 
of 8,683,000 layers produced 1,246 eggs 
per 100 layers with a total lay of 108 
million. This year’s October lay was 
seasonally seven million eggs above 
the production of 108 million for the 
previous month of September, the latter 
having tied with October a year ago. 

October production for the United 
States was estimated at 5,181 million 
eggs, almost a two percent increase over 
the 5,085 million laid during the same 
month a year earlier. 


Expanding activity for the Nation 
pushed the total value of goods and 
Services produced tn the third quarter 
to an annual rate of $392 billion, 9% 
more than a year earlier. Rising cone 
sumer income and Increased use of credit 
are supporting buying at record rates. 
Business fnvestment in new plant and 
equipment fs Increasing. Industrial 
production production rose fo. FELCOrE. 
levels in September gnd employment cone 
finues high. 


SWEETPOTATO PRODUCTION EXPECTED TO BE 4% MILLION BUSHELS 


The 1955 sweetpotato Crop)is’ es- 
timated at 4,500,000 bushels. The cur- 
rent production estimate is 12 percent 
above 1954 although 21 percent below 
the 10-year average. 

November 1 prospects point to a 
yield per acre of 100 bushels compared 
with 93 last year and 107 for the 10- 
year 1944-53 average, 


Harvesting of the sweetpotato 
Crop iS progressing rapidly through- 
out most of the State. Reported yields 
vary considerably within localities. 
Sweetpotatoes planted on well drained 
Sandy soils are reported to be giving 
good yields, while the crop on heavier 
lowland soils is generally turning 
out poorly, 
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COTTON GINNED 
PRIOR TO NOVEMBER 1 
IN NORTH CAROLINA 


NO. RUNNING BALES* 


1955 1954 
STATE TOTAL 264, 698 Jo.po4e 
Anson 8.811 
iBertie 4,634 
Bladen 2,011 
Cabarrus 2,591 
Catawba 1,651 
Chowan 2,082 
Cleveland 23, 363 
Cumberland »48 
Duplin 3, 204 
Edgecombe 67507 
Franklin 5 fg PAN 
Gaston 786 
Gates 1,313 
Halifax 14, 300 
Harnett 18, 804 
Hertford 5 Pay Usp 
Hoke 7, 160 
Iredell 6, 064 
Johnston 16,543 
Leer, 2Hoto 
Lenoir 1, 309 
Lincoln 2, 446 
Mecklenburg By koa 
Nash 9,694 
Northampton 1 15, 446 
Perquimans 153 
Pitt 6, 656 
Polk 1,697 
Richmond 3, 006 
Robeson 38, 480 
Rowan 2,961 
Rutherford. 4,972 
Sampson 18, 940 
Scotland 16, 690 
Stanly aia 
Union 13, 693 
Wake , 00 
Warren q, 132 
Wayne 10, 764 
Wilson , ope 
All Other Le B22 17,660 


* Linters are‘not fnecluded. 


SMALLEST PECAN CROP 
SINCE 1930 


Reports from growers as of November 
1 indicate pecan production at 800, 000 
pounds, the smallest crop since 1930. 
The November 1 estimate is 20 percent 
below the short crop of 1954 and is 66 
percent below the 10-year average pro- 
duction of 2,371,000 pounds. The season’s 
estimated production is expected to con- 
sist of 80,000 pounds of wild and seed- 
lings, and 720,000 pounds of improved 
varieties. 

Pecan trees were damaged t& the 
severe freeze on March 25, and fur.ner 
damage to the crop was caused by the hur- 
ricanes during August and September. 

The United States productionof pecans 
is estimated at 91,550,000 pounds, 1 per- 
cent above the short crop of last year, 
but 35 percent below average. 


AVERAGE RATES FOR PICKING © 
100 POUNDS OF SEED COTTON* 


North United 
Carolina States 


DOLL ARS 


. Pebgegenotty 
DNDOMOOM-j-] 
IW OMmoOoouw 


kK 


* for 1945 and later years averages 
include rates paid for snapping bolls 
converted to seed cotton. 
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N. C. SORGHUM GRAIN 
PRODUCTION UP 51 PERCENT 


Based on repurts from growers, as 
of November 1, a sorghum grain crop of 
3,360,000 bushels is estimated. A pro- 
duction of this size would be 51 per- 
cent above the 1954 crop of 2, 225,000 
bushels. Growers are expected to har- 
vest 120,000 acres compared with g9,- 
000 last year. Current yield prospects 


indicate 28 bushels per acre, 3 above 


the 1954 average. 

Growing conditions were generally 
favorable this year, and a good crop 
of grain was set. Excessive rainfall 
during August and September caused some 
immature grains to deteriorate, also wet 
weather mold attacked some fields. 


N. C. COTTON CROP ABOUT EQUALS LAST YEAR 


On the basis of reports from growers 
and ginners, the 1955 Tar Heel cotton 
crop is forecast at 355,000 bales (500- 
pounds gross weight) as of November l. 
Such a crop would be 9,000 bales, or 2.5 
percent, less than production last year 
and 137,000 bales, or 27.8 percent below 
the 10-year average crop. 

Weather conditions during October 
were most favorable for picking oper- 
ations. Temperatures were near normal 
and rainfall, Statewide, was below nor- 
mal for the month. Peports from ginners 
indicate that about three-fourths of the 


COTTON ESTIMATES 


Acreage 


NOVEMBER 1, 


Lint yield Per Production (Ginnings) 2/ 
Harvested Acre 500-lb. Gross Wt. Bales 


crop had been ginned as of November 1. 
Harvesting of the crop iS nearing com- 
pletion in some Piedmont counties, while 
picking of the crop in northern and cen- 
tral coastal counties is less advanced 
than usual, as of November li. 

The United States cotton crop is 
forecast at 14,843,000 bales as of Nov- 
ember 1. A crop of this size would be 
8 percent above the 1954 crop and 15 
percent above the 1944-53 average crop. 
Details of the November 1 report are as 
follows. 


WITH COMPARISONS 


Ginnings 
to 


STATE November 
Average 1955 Average 1955 , 
1944-53 | 1954 ea 1944-53 ee 1955 
(000) (POUNDS) ( THOUSAND BALES/ 
Ne C 4€3 334 305 265 
S..00 715 aie 575 507 
Ga 869 252 700 630 
Tenn 570 360 615 369 
Ala 993 286 1,045 944 
Miss 1, 679 341 2, 000 Looor 
Mo. 389 368 400 298 
Ark 1,453 338 1,610 1, 147 
La 607 Ba. 590 477 
Okla 807 160 450 248 
Tex 6,649 188 4, 250 2,392 
Ne MeX. 176 500 270 11 
Ariz. 340 598 685 208 
Calif. 743 E31 1,200 364 
Others 3/ 61| 283 48 26 
Us “8s 
TOTAL 1€,514 279 14, 843 9; bad 


// September | estimate. 
contains about 480 net pounds of lint. 
kentucky and Nevada. 


2/ Production ginned and to be ginned. 
W/E WEreins 2, 


6 


A 500-/b. bale 


Floridas /£binots, iKanrsast 


WEATHER SUMMARY 


October was a typical mid-autumn 
month in North Carolina, with vlenty 
of fair weather and sunshine. Cold 
fronts moved across the State at the 
rate of about one per week, bringing 
brief periods of scattered shower ac- 
tivity, followed in each case by high 
pressure and a return of the fair weather 
Sunshine prevailed during about three- 
fousvusS. OF the daylvent hours, and 
there were no severe storms reported 
during the month. Even thunderstorms 
Werenrare, obeing generally creported. 
only on the 29th and 30th of themonth, 
No winds’ exceeding 30 miles per hour 
were reported except on the coast. 

TEMPERATURE: With fair weather 
prevailing during most of October, day- 
time temperatures were mild and nights 
a little on the cool side. There was 
‘no hot weather; the highest temperatures 
reported were in the middle eighties, 
and only scattered localities in the 
southern half of the State got that 
warm. 

Elsewhere, the highest readings 
of the month were within a degree or 
two of eighty. On the other hand, 


INCHES OF RAINFALL OCTOBER, 
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Rainfall data furnished 
By Dept. of Commerce 
Weather Bureau, Raleigh 
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Charles B. Carney 
Meteorologist 
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FOR OCTOBER, 1955 


low temperatures were not extreme; low- 
est readings barely reached the freez- 
ing point in the western half of the 
State (except for higher mountain ele- 
vations) and there was no freeze over 
most of eastern North Carolina. 
PRECIPITATION: October was a dry 
month, though not much drier than it 
normally is. Some rain occurred with 
each cold front passage, averaging 
about once a week through the month, 
but on most occassions the rain was, 
Migr, Aud in, thie sfOrm OL .SCAaLLe red 
showers. The principal ‘exceptions 
Wereray Line ti rstvand Lastoot “the 
month, when there were widespread general 
rains. The rains around the lst yi- 
elded amounts averaging more than an 
inch, and ranged up to five inches in 
places. Rains occurring on the 29th 
and 30th averaged half an inch, and 
ranged up to two inches locally... In 
spite of this, some places in the 
Coastal Plain had less than an inch 
for the whole month. The average over 
the State was about three inches, with 
the heaviest average over the Piedmont. 
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Crop Reporting Service at Raleigh 
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FARMERS AND OTHER LOCAL SOURCES 


MEAT ANIMALS (Continued) 


expansion. Prices of hogs would likely 
be higher than the low average vrices 
in the fall of 1955 but perhaps no higher 
than prices in the same period of 1954. 
The hog-corn price ratio would at least 
be equal to its longtime average. 

Cattle: Productaon of catilerin 
1958-62 can be estimated only with re- 
gard for-.tie. probablercougse o1 tie 
cattle; cyolewtare t he: .i tenvenem 2 
years. Slaughter of female stock ap- 
parently has already proceeded to a 
point that will initiate declining an- 
nual production and reduced cattle 
numbers the next few years. If pro- 
spects for only a rather small decrease 
prove true, numbers could be again on 
the increase during much of the 1958-62 
period. By the end of that span they 
might have surpassed the 1955 number 
Of 95 million. Aided by strong con- 
sumer demand for beef, prices of cattle 
will likely average appreciably higher 
in 1958-62 than in the last three years. 


A prospective level as estimated from 
the foregoing conditions would remain 
well below the prices of the boom years 
1950-52. It might be near the average 
of the immediate postwar years 1946-49. 

Sheep and Lambs: Numbers of sheep 
and lambs on farms and ranches are ex- 
pected to turn upward before the be- 
ginning of the 1958-62 period. Decreases 
in numbers on western ranges will slow 
down, while increases in farmland of 
West and East will likely continue. At 
most, however, increases will be moderate. 
Sheep will remain an industry of second- 
ary importance in American agriculture. 
Prices of sheep and lambs would average 
higher than in the last few years. But 
they too would not turn to their onetime 
highs. 


